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To Donal O’Sullivan



CLARE’S DRAGOONS

A setting for Baritone, War Pipes, Choir and Orchestra by
Aloys Fleischmann

Composer’s note:

‘Clare’s Dragoons’ was commissioned for the Thomas Davis and Young Ireland
Centenary and was first performed at the Centenary Concert in the Capitol Theatre,
Dublin, on September 9%, 1945, before an invited audience consisting of the President
and Mrs O’Kelly and members of the Cabinet, Seanad and Dail. The soloists on that
occasion were Joan Denise Moriarty and Michael O’Higgins, and the performance was
conducted by the composer. A month later the work was performed at the Thomas Davis
Centenary celebration in the City Hall, Cork and in the following year it was revived at a
concert given by the Choral Society, University College Cork. In June, 1957, it was
performed in the Third Programme by the B.B.C. Singers and London Philharmonic
Orchestra, with Maurice Miles conducting.

The setting starts with an orchestral introduction — a distant droning and drumming
which gradually swells into a vigorous march, followed by a ‘battle’ section in which the
main tune is foreshadowed. Into the din bursts the choir, singing the first two verses of the
song. As an interlude, the War Pipes are heard off-stage. The third verse is sung as a
Baritone solo, with the choir echoing the refrain, the fourth as a fast-moving polyphonic
chorus. The latter breaks off suddenly, and the last verse is begun by the Baritone and
taken up by the choir. For the refrain the Piper appears on the stage to join with the choir
and orchestra in a broadened version of the main tune. The setting ends with the opening

march, played by orchestra and pipes, with ‘Viva la’s’ interjected by the choir.

Recording: RTE lyric fm (2010), Aloys Fleischmann Orchestral Works, RTE National
Symphony Orchestra, Robert Houlihan Conductor, RTE Philharmonic Choir



Thomas Davis: CLARE’S DRAGOONS

1

When, on Ramillies’ bloody field,
The baffled French were forced to yield,
The victor Saxon backward reeled
Before the charge of Clare’s dragoons.
The flags we conquered in that fray
Look lone in Ypres’ choir, they say.
We’ll win them company today,

Or bravely die like Clare’s dragoons
Viva la, for Ireland’s wrong!

Viva la, for Ireland’s right!

Viva la, in battle throng,

For a Spanish steed and sabre bright!

2

The brave old lord died near the fight,
But, for each drop he lost that night,

A Saxon cavalier shall bite

The dust before Lord Clare’s dragoons.
For never, when our spurs were set
And never, when our sabres met,
Could we the Saxon soldiers get

To stand the shock of Clare’s dragoons.
Viva la! the new brigade!

Viva la! the old one too!

Viva la! the rose shall fade,

And the shamrock shine for ever new!

3
Another Clare is here to lead,
The worthy son of such a breed:

The French expect some famous deed

When Clare leads on his brave dragoons.

Our colonel comes from Brian’s race,

His wounds are in his breast and face,

The ‘bearna baoghail’[1] is still his place,
The foremost of his bold dragoons.

Viva la! the new brigade!
Viva la! the old one too!
Viva la! the rose shall fade,

And the shamrock shine for ever new!

4

There’s not a man in squadron here
Was ever known to flinch or fear,
Though first in charge and last in rear
Have ever been Lord Clare’s dragoons.
But see! we’ll soon have work to do

To shame our boasts or prove them true,
For hither come the English crew,

To sweep away Lord Clare’s dragoons.
Viva la, for Ireland’s wrong!

Viva la, for Ireland’s right!

Viva la, in battle throng,

For a Spanish steed and sabre bright!

5

Oh! comrades, think how Ireland pines,
Her exiled lords, her rifled shrines,

Her dearest hope, the ordered lines,
And bursting charge of Clare’s dragoons.
Then fling your green flag to the sky

Be Limerick your battle-cry,

And charge, till blood floats fetlock high,
Around the track of Clare’s dragoons.
Viva la! the new brigade!

Viva la! the old one too!

Viva la! the rose shall fade,

And the shamrock shine for ever new!

[1] ‘bearna baoghail’is the Irish for gap or
place of danger
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