Aloys Fleischmann

The Four Masters

Overture for Orchestra



IMPRESSUM

Presented by Cork City Libraries
Grand Parade, Cork, Republic of Ireland, 2016
in collaboration with the Fleischmann family and Dr Séamas de Barra

© Aloys Fleischmann Estate

Typeset by Fergus O’Carroll
for Cork City Council

Scan of the manuscript score:

aloysfleischmann.ie

There too: the complete Fleischmann compositions
and Fleischmann family contact details

The Four Masters MS score:
Fleischmann Papers, University Archives, University College Cork



Note

This work was commissioned by

Radio Eireann for the tercentenary of |

the death of Michedl O Cléirigh, the
Franciscan monk who, with four
others, compiled the Annals of the
Kingdom of Ireland (also known as
Annals of the Four Masters), written
in Irish between 1632-1636 and
covering events in Ireland from the
Great Flood up to 1616. It was first
performed on 25 June 1944 by the
Radio Eireann Symphony Orchestra,
conducted by the composer, at the
Gaiety Theatre Dublin.

The composer’s programme note for
that first performance:

In this overture the more imaginative
aspect of the work of the Four

5 T (\‘““m“mmumuumk\\\\\\\“um\‘\\\\\\\\\“,

/

i
|

TR [
ko) (="

L ————— e

m\\

e\
W

1 bt il ‘ .
ﬂ pls oo Al (T

~

\\\u\\\\\\\ ST

Masters is suggested. After a slow introduction, archaic and mediaeval in idiom,

the first subject starts with brisk energy as if to suggest the active pleasures of

historical research. A second subject follows, an expressive melody first played by
the cellos, which may recall some romantic tales alluded to in the Annals or, in its
intensified form played by the full orchestra, may suggest the pageantry at the
court of an early Irish king. A short development section follows, leading to the

return of the first subject and to further development of the chief ideas, amidst
which the din of battle may be heard. In the concluding section the first subject is
echoed like a strain of ecclesiastical chant, the second subject returns triumphantly,
joy bells ring out, and the overture ends with tranquil chords on the harp,

supported by the upper strings.
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