e,

BALLET SwuTtE

S /-—‘/

N
g An

ALoys TLEISCH ANN



Versions of the Tain Do Cunilgne, the most famous of Irigh epic tales,
__are to be found in three medieval MSS - the Lebor na huidrgd (Fook of the
Dun Cow).compiled in the wmonastery of Clonmacnoise arouns fhe start of
the twelfth c'anéury, the Book of Leinster compiled in the Jwelfth sn@

the Yellow Posk of Lecan in the fourteenth eentury - though the origins
of the tale mist go back to pre-Christisn or at least early Christian
‘times. Thoii,g B iei%sn numoroun'r.oansions and traﬁalatic;is of the
tale, but the outstanding one is that by Thomas Kinsella, $ith
11lustrations by Louis Le Erocquy, published by the Dolwen|Press in
Ho60y L SEEEE Y il TR L
The Tain is a wieh tapestry, beeming with descriptions $f savage
combats, Peats of fabulous strength, whinsical explanationg of place-
"mlmk. Some’ tftha" echaracters seem to symbolise heroes or|deities
" of Celtis or pre-Celtic society and cults. Everywhere therp is bold
~and for“ml,tyéazgm. colourful lyrisiem, and ocssionally p dry sense of -
“ouwous,. The ballet aims £o conjure up soetiing of this ptark, remote
" world, wnile following the main outlines of the storye :
__Saene I. 'The Gamp outside Mag 8ruschan, stronghold in Connpcht of

: 431411,
= .ww;mj’;}o_@ ‘their slumbers and exercise. rl camp-
followers enter, are teased by the men, and alter a combined dance

¥ ‘ent of Médb and A4ilill. £
. Ai1111 shows his nettle, dances with Medb, but then 1
stavts as to which has more propoerty,
moreprecious jewellery or precious cloths, They match
-possessions, one after the other, until Ail411 produces
Pinnbennach which Medb is unable to match. Furious at
decides to get the better of Ailill, by hook or cro-ke

,"‘fzracene III. The Camp,

. Heaprin; that an Ulster chieftain, Daire Mac Fiachna, jossesses a
brown bull whics would be a maten for Ailill's, Medb sepds her
messemger Mac Roth to ask for a loan of the bull. The yarriors

~show tneir mximxixwss fidelity to her in a dance of allggiance.

e - o % 3 - s 3
© Scene l. Daire Mac Fiachna's Fort.
__Mae Rotu and his men arrive, explain why they have ecofe, and outline
Zifts whieh Medb offers in return. - Daire agrees, and a|feast is held
to celebrate the bargain, During the course of the celeprstiolm one of
Mae Roth's men, inebriated, boasts that they would have|taken the
bull anyway by foree, This is reported to Daire who, epraged, throws
{ Medb*s ‘men out of his houses
Scene I1I. lMedb's Camps
Ui . Mac Roth returns empiy-hsnded, and tells the tale of fheir misfortunc,
Medb rants and raves, until 4ilill calms her by promisipg his support.
Jointly they summon their troops and order them to eumbafk on a raid to
the north to eapture the bul . The Nemain, or war spirfit, arriveshd
urges the men to prepare for the fight,

Scene IIT. Cuchulainn's Camps

es interest,




Scene - The Battle Fields
Nemain now goads Cuchulainn's men to
the fight, Medb collapses.

" turns to look at him, drops it,
. A that moment

_their peopl
‘full of their great triumph."

Scene IIIL. c\ichulainn'.s Camp.

Cichulainn and his gompanions engage in I‘ae§§nﬁ ﬁgrm

of EmainMecha try to entice Cuchulainn, but
Emers
the raiding army from Connacht.

Scene IV. Qubside Meab's Camp.

Médb is sunk in depression, and Tamun the Fool tries to
The brown bull of Cupilgne suddenly gppears. Medb sends g

‘men to capture him, but they are trampled on and killed,
are paralysed with fear.

whereupon Medb orders him to be remo ved and slain.
At this &tage Cuchulainn arrives for a parley.
- fidehell (a species of chess), whieh le

- him to a geme of
of mutual fury, and a declaration of war,
X ACTIII

The ltlnaard-bums of both armies appear and disapp
RExxkksiexxskkinx p
Cuchulainn gome face to face in

~Just as Medb and h
. Cuchulainn raises his sword,

the two bulls appear and attack each o

¢ off, carrying the corpse o
are uncertain as to what will happen now.

£ Finnbenna

. Cuehulainn advance towards each other, and after some ten:

The warriors on both sides’ follow suit, leadi
liation. And so the tale ends - "Ailill s

join handse
dance of
peace with

killed in Ireland.
untry, and the men of Ulster

~The Conna¢htmen wen

to their own went back to

2t

After a general dance he and his troops leave to d

The bull leaves as unexpectedly
appeared. Tamun pokes fun at the situation, mimicking th

Hedb cf

"not being a killer of won
nach is killd by the brown bull of Cuail

ster and Cuchulainn. For seven years afterws

RtiedtioHots”

pal with

amuse her.
pme of her
A11 present
as he had
b bull,

allenges
s to a state

4
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ar, and the
love their
the course of
jut as she
len" ¢
ere
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The

his
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