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TRI hAMHRAIN

Three early songs, written in an attemot to find an idiom which wounld express
something of the spirit of Irish folk noetry.

First performed in Dublin with Heddle Nash as soloist at a ooncert given by
the composer with the Radio Fireann Symphony Urchestra in the Gaiety Theatre in
1938 = a concert of new music by five Irish composers. :

(1) Mabma Eoghain Ruaidh Ui Neill (Lament for Owen Roe 0'Neill). A setting of
a poem by Carolan lamenting the great general Owen Roey whose death in 1649
was & national disaster, end laid Ireland oren to the invasion ¥f Cromwe!'1l's
forces,

—
%

(2) Biogadh (Rwly). An adaptation by Micheal O Muroku &f a medieval poem about
butterfly and a bee, who gaily disouss the business whiok each has to do.

(3) An Picbaire (The Tiper), A setting of another poem by Micheal O Murelu, The
pPiper has Deenaway for many a yvear, the glens are silent, but when the sound
of his pipes is heard again, echoing above the tread of marching feet, Sheila

will know that her cawsehas triumphed, that the Tlag of vietory is unfurled
from the Suir to the Bann,
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